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For the majority of young people in
Northern Ireland life is getting 
more difficult rather than easier.

By Philip Lynn, SY Ballymena

Despite forecasts in the past of a 'peace
dividend', ordinary working class people
and youth have seen little improvement in
their daily lives, in fact the Assembly
Executives' policies are set to make things
worse.

Unemployment is becoming an increasing-
ly likely prospect for many young people.
For 18-24 year olds the rate of unemploy-
ment has increased by 4% to 11% in the
last year alone. This adds to the difficulties
facing young workers who often earn low
levels of pay based on a discriminatory
minimum wage. Last year saw a 3% rise in
the minimum wage for workers aged 22 or
over, bringing it to £5.52 despite an 11
year high of over 4% in the Retail Price
Index of inflation. For younger workers

the mini-
mum
wage is even more appalling. The rate for
18- 21 year olds is now £4.60 and the rate
for 16 and 17 year olds has went up by
10p to £3.40.

These shortcomings are not mistakes on
the Assembly's part. Rather they are part
of a conscious policy to put the interests of
big business in front of the interests of
workers and young people.

Socialist Youth believes that now, perhaps
more than ever, it is necessary to organise
a fightback against the neo- liberal attacks
being made on workers and young people.
We are an active campaigning organisa-
tion, which fights against all forms of dis-
crimination, sectarianism and exploitation
and for a democratically run socialist alter-
native to the neo- liberal attacks of the
Assembly parties. Get involved; join the
fightback today! Join Socialist Youth!

Socialist Youthis run by
young people for young
people. We are part of
International Socialist
Resistancewhich unites
young socialists across
the world. 
If you want to fight for
a socialist future, then
join us today.  

I would like          to join Socialist Youth
more info
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Join Socialist Youth

Tel:07876146473 E-mail:socialist.youth@btconnect.com

FRANCE Workers & youth revolt 
against capitalism
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Northern Ireland Civil Rights Movement
- lessons for youth today          Starts 3:30pm

An Eyewitness
Account

11996688 youth in revolt

Guest speaker
CLARE DOYLE author  of  ‘France  1968  -

Month  of  Revolution’  &
leading  member  of

Committee  for  a  Workers’
International

Starts 1pm

FIGHT FOR 
YOUNG 
WORKERS 
RIGHTS



This May will be
the 40th anniversary of the
revolutionary events in
France that shook capital-
ism to its very core.

Clare Doyle's book original-
ly published in 1988 is re-
issued at a very important
time. As workers and youth
begin to clash more and
more with issues like young
workers rights, low pay and
the right to education, the
events of May 1968 must be
looked to again. 

The book aims to give the
reader a fuller understand-
ing not only of the events
that lead to 10 million work-
ers going on strike but also
to the lessons of why the
struggle for socialism was
not victorious. This fight
brought together students,
youth and workers with the
aim of abolishing capitalism
forever. 

In 1968, like today, many
said revolutions were not
possible in the advanced
'Western' countries. Workers 

and youth
here were ‘too apathetic’.
This was proven completely
false with the explosive
uprisings around the world,
from Mexico to Poland to
the US. The books new
introduction gives a good
insight into what was hap-
pening around the world in
1968 but also the importance
of those events today.

Sarkozy, the right wing
President of France, has
talked of getting rid of the
'spirit of '68'. The lessons
contained in France '68 -
Month of Revolution will
have huge importance, not
only to the youth of France
today, but across the world
in the fight back against the
capitalism - the system of
exploitation.   

Delaney's - A 
victory for all 
workers
Dasa Kacova, a young
migrant worker from
Slovakia was sacked by
Delaneys restaurant in
Belfast city centre in
January. Her crime was
to wear a cardigan at
work on a cold January
day. 
A solidarity picket was
organised by the trade
unions including
Socialist Youth. After a
number of pickets out-
side the restaurant the
boss was forced to back
down and give Dasa her
lost earnings. This is a
small victory but shows
if action is taking work-
ers can win. 

300 students
occupy Manchester
University 
300 students at the
University of
Manchester occupied
the Arthur Lewis
Building on campus for
several hours. The stu-
dents were protesting
against increasing fees
and a decreasing quality
of education. 

Top-up fees are set to
increase in October to
£3,145. For some Vice-
Chancellors this is not
enough. They are cam-
paigning for £10,000 a
year fees from students!

Over 1 million people have been killed in
the war in Iraq so far. A war costing near-
ly $600 billion. Yet half the world's popu-
lation cannot afford the basic necessities
of life.

$10 billion, a fraction of the money spent on
war in Iraq, could eradicate malaria in
Africa. The envi-
ronment is
destroyed to make
more and more
obscene profits for
multinational com-
panies. The system
we live under is
run in the interests of the rich
rather than for the benefit of
the rest of us. Now
this system of the
bosses is in crisis. 

When their
economies were
growing they were
making themselves
billionaires but when they get into trouble
(like the near collapse of Northern Rock
bank) the government bails them out with
billions of pounds. Yet if we got in trouble
with the banks they would be hounding us
for their money back!

Socialist Youth fight for a society where the

world's resources would be put to use help-
ing raise the living standards of everyone
around the world. For a start every year
over a trillion dollars is wasted on the
armaments industry. This money alone
could wipe out preventable diseases,
hunger and illiteracy.  

In Northern Ireland the
average politician earns
over £45,000 a year. While
the average worker's wage
is only half that! So when

the bosses profits are
threatened who will
these well paid
politicians repre-
sent?

Instead socialists
stand against this sys-

tem of capitalism. We
fight against exploita-
tion of ordinary work-

ers, youth and poor mass-
es around the world who have

to live in misery so that a tiny elite can
grotesquely enrich themselves.

If you want to fight back against exploita-
tion, war, racism, environmental destruc-
tion and low pay then get involved in the
struggle against capitalism. Join Socialist
Youth today!

CCAAPPIITTAALLIISSTT  CCRRIISSIISS

For more articles and news visit
www.socialistyouth.wordpress.com

Book
Review 
France 1968 -
Month of
Revolution,
reviewed by
Paddy
Meehan

Price  £5
Order your 

copy today

07876146473

The Socialist Solution to 


